
1 of 17               

 
BEAVER COUNTY SPORTSMEN’S 

CONSERVATION LEAGUE 
 

February 5, 2026, Minutes 
Meeting Location – Rochester Sportsmen’s Club 

 
MEMBER CLUBS & AGENCIES 
P = Present, A = Absent 

P Aliquippa Rick Caton P FOAC Craig Holdren P Northside Jeff Knauss 

 (Alt) Jeff Fowler  (Alt) Jim Stoker  (Alt) Al Straub 

P Ambridge Tim 
Watson 

A Forest 
Grove 

Mike Karkalla A NWTF 2nd 
Chance 
Toms 

Jeff Ruckert 

 (Alt) Tim Reichl  (Alt) Tim Hartzell  (Alt)  

P Beaver 
Falls 

Josh Wolfe P Green 
Valley 

Mike Sabat P Pine Run Rob Smith 

 (Alt) Lee Heeter  (Alt) Joe McMullen  (Alt) Jeff Ruckert 

P B.V. 
Archers 

George 
Klinger 

A Hopewell 
VFW 

Ken Nestor P Rochester Jerry Hooks 

 (Alt)   (Alt) Sue Tranter  (Alt) Amy 
Swartzlander 

A B.V Rifle & 
Pistol 

Rick Wall P Koppel / 
Big Beaver 

Lee Gower P Sewickley Mark Crevar 

 (Alt) Lee Gower  (Alt) Jerry Tillia  (Alt) Laurie Bush 

P Conway Ray 
Eppinger 

A Marion Hill Daniel Freed A Western PA 
Youth 
Outdoorsmen 

Josh Wolfe 

 (Alt)   (Alt) Larry Radcliff  (Alt) Ron Neff 

P Ellwood - 
Wampum 

Tim Kelly P Midland Jerry 
Wamsley 

   

 (Alt) Dick Bayer  (Alt) Mark Benzio P PFBC Jeremy Allen 

P Five Points Jim Farland P North 
Boroughs 

Patrick Miller    

 (Alt) Dan Losco  (Alt) Robert Zeman P PGC Madison 
Pugh 

OFFICERS 
P = Present, A = Absent 

P President P Vice President P Treasurer P Secretary 

 Rich Kerlin  Guy Cable  Mark Benzio  Tonya Cable 
Call to Order – 7:00 pm 
 
Pledge of Allegiance & Sportsmen’s Pledge & Moment of Silence 

• Thoughts & Prayers are with the family of Mark Benzio. 
 

Host Club Welcome – Frank Kelly, Secretary of Rochester Sportsmen’s Club 
 
Guests 

• Jim Marshall 
 
Last month’s minutes 
Motion to accept for audit. North Boroughs / Ambridge. Passed. 
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Treasurer’s Report – Mark Benzio (absent) 

• No financial report this month. 

• Only 3 clubs remaining to pay 2026 Dues. 

• Credential sheet. Click here. 
 
Elections 

• No report. 
 
Communications 

• “Hunt of a Lifetime” Thank you card was read aloud. 
 

ALL League correspondence to the Post Office Box address listed below. 
▪ BCSCL – PO Box 276, Beaver, PA 15009 

 
 
State Agencies 
 
PA Game Commission (PGC) – Madison Pugh – report 
 
REPORT WILD TURKEY FLOCKS THROUGH MARCH 15 
The Game Commission is asking for the public’s help finding turkey flocks for ongoing research. 
Pennsylvanians are encouraged to report the location of any turkey flocks they see across the state. Information 
is being collected online at https://pgcforms.pa.gov/TurkeySightingSurvey now through March 15. 
Among other things, visitors to that webpage are asked to provide the date of the sighting, the location, and the 
type of land (public, private or unknown) where birds are seen. 
Game Commission crews will assess sites for the potential to trap turkeys. Just like the last six winters, the 
Game Commission will put leg bands on male turkeys statewide. Turkeys will not be moved; they will simply be 
leg-banded and released on site.  
Trapping turkeys during winter is part of the Game Commission's ongoing population monitoring. 
 
 
January 24th Commissioners Meeting Highlights  
 
MENTORED HUNTERS UNDER 7 TO RECEIVE TAGS 
All mentored hunters – including those under 7 years old – will get antlered deer and turkey harvest tags with 
their permits beginning in the 2026-27 license year. 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners voted to adopt a measure intended to improve access to the 
mentored hunting program and expand hunting opportunities within it. 
Under the previous system, most mentored hunters received antlered deer, fall turkey and spring turkey harvest 
tags with their permits, but mentored hunters who are younger than 7 when they obtain their permits did not. If a 
mentored hunter under 7 harvested an antlered deer or turkey, they had to receive the appropriate big-game 
harvest tag from their mentor, meaning the mentor needed a valid tag to take them hunting. 
This created challenges for mentors who accompany more than one child throughout the big-game hunting 
seasons. Furthermore, mentors who transfer their harvest tags to a successful mentored youth sacrifice their 
own ability to lawfully hunt for and harvest the species for which the tag was issued.  
With the action by the Board, however, all mentored hunters will receive antlered deer and turkey tags starting in 
the 2026-27 license year, aligning the program across all age groups. 
Mentored hunters under 7 would be able to obtain one antlerless deer license and one Deer Management 
Assistance Program (DMAP) permit. The Board voted unanimously to specify mentored hunters under 7 would 
not be permitted to hunt bears, either through the purchase of their own license or by receiving a tag through 
transfer from their adult mentor.  
 
CERTIFIED HUNTER PROGRAM COULD EXPAND 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners voted to preliminarily approve regulations that will guide the 
agency’s Certified Hunter Program, which connects hunters and landowners as a means of addressing crop-
damage concerns. 
The Certified Hunter Program launched last year in the Southwest Region and is expected to expand statewide. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eWOPqr5TmjFEscWiWvjERyvRVKEeaDz8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UjVeTLfPDQCUsdgKKDiO7xkh-uekFt2Z/view?usp=sharing
https://pgcforms.pa.gov/TurkeySightingSurvey
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The regulations preliminarily approved by the Board establish eligibility for participants and other program 
parameters.  
Certified Hunters would need to have held a hunting license in at least four of the past five years and pass a 
specialized course before being accepted into the program. Annual background checks would be required, and 
any applicant convicted of recent Game and Wildlife Code violations or other crimes would be ineligible for a 
permit. Certified Hunters also would be required to report their deer harvests electronically within 24 hours, 
unless out of service. 
The preliminarily approved regulations will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote.  
 
ELK APPLICATION COULD BECOME SIMPLER 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners gave preliminary approval to changes that would provide for 
a simplified elk license application structure, which would consolidate any bonus points hunters have 
accumulated since 2003. 
Pennsylvania elk licenses are awarded through a random drawing of applicants. A hunter can submit an 
application, and if not drawn for a license, will receive a bonus point. Then, the next time the hunter submits an 
application, they not only have one chance to draw a license, but an additional chance for each bonus point they 
have received. 
Under the proposal, hunters would retain the bonus points they have collected over the years. Hunters would 
submit only one application per year, instead of one application for every elk season in which they want to 
participate, so all bonus points would be consolidated. Applicants would then select up to five options covering 
the elk season and hunt zone for which they are seeking a license, and whether they want to hunt antlered or 
antlerless elk.  
If an applicant is drawn for a license, their bonus points automatically would be reset to zero. A previously 
adopted regulation that will be in effect for the first time in the coming license year will also ensure that 
applicants who are drawn for antlered elk licenses are never again eligible for an antlered elk license.  
The changes preliminarily approved by the Board today will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote. 
 
CWD REGS REVIEWED  
The Game Commission is considering changing some of its regulations regarding Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) to better protect the state’s white-tailed deer and simultaneously help hunters. 
If the changes are adopted, hunters no longer would be prohibited from transporting harvested deer – including 
high-risk deer parts – between any two locations. But hunters statewide would be required to dispose of high-
risk deer parts through their commercial trash pickup and expressly prohibited from disposing of high-risk parts 
on the landscape.  
Other changes include eliminating the regulatory prohibition on the use of cervid urine-based attractants in any 
outdoor setting – state law already has been changed to make these attractants legal – and providing the Game 
Commission’s Executive Director with the discretionary authority to establish targeted restrictions on feeding 
deer and other wild cervids in relation to CWD. 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners today voted to preliminarily approve these changes. The 
measure will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote. 
 
FIREARMS COULD BE USED SEASONWIDE FOR AG CONTROL 
The Agricultural Deer Control Program, commonly referred to as Ag Tag, not so long ago only allowed hunting 
during periods when other deer seasons were closed. As crop-damage complaints escalated, however, the 
program was adjusted to allow hunters with Ag Tag permits for antlerless deer to hunt and harvest deer during 
all established deer seasons where they hunt, better serving the program’s purpose.  
During overlaps with other deer seasons, though, Ag Tag hunters were limited to using the sporting arms 
approved for those seasons. When only archery season was open, for instance, an Ag Tag hunter needed to 
use lawful archery gear. That could change. 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners voted preliminarily to allow Ag Tag hunters to use any device 
authorized for hunting deer in the regular firearms deer season. That said, landowners would maintain authority 
to restrict the use of any devices and methods on their own lands.  
The measure will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote. 
The Agricultural Deer Control Program enables landowners to enlist the aid of hunters in removing deer from 
agricultural lands. Only antlerless deer may be taken with Ag Tags. 
The Board today also adopted a measure that removes limits on the number of Ag Tags a hunter can receive.  
The limit was removed previously, but additional action was needed to allow hunters to possess more than four 
permits at one time. With the change, hunters will be able to obtain as many permits as they have coupons for.  
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CHANGE COULD BRING CONSISTENCY TO ANTLERLESS LICENSE SALES SCHEDULE 
Antlerless license sales presently follow a set schedule determined by the calendar.  
First-round sales for residents begin on the fourth Monday in June; non-residents can first purchase licenses on 
the second Monday in July. Rounds two, three and four sales for all hunters begin the fourth Monday in July, the 
second Monday in August and the fourth Monday in August, respectively. 
This schedule, however, results in varying round lengths, depending on the particular year’s calendar and how 
the dates fall. For instance, the first round was three weeks in 2025. It was two weeks in 2024.  
To simplify the process by which hunters obtain their antlerless deer licenses and improve efficiency and 
convenience, the Game Commission has proposed removing the calendar-driven antlerless license sales 
schedule from regulation.  
Licenses would still be sold through some sort of rounds system – hunters will not be able to buy up all the 
licenses when sales open – though exactly what the system will look like has yet to be determined. Whatever 
shape it takes, the new sales structure will continue to make antlerless licenses available on a first-come, first-
serve basis that is fair and equitable. 
Whether resident hunters can expect to be guaranteed an antlerless license for the Wildlife Management Unit 
(WMU) of their choice for the 2026-27 hunting year is still being determined, too.  
The Game Commission is working to calculate the 2025-26 estimated deer harvest. When that information is 
compiled, it will be used to determine how many antlerless licenses are made available for 2026-27. Whether 
resident hunters are guaranteed one will be based on that allocation, which will be announced at the Board’s 
April meeting. 
The regulation change the Board preliminarily approved would do one other thing, too: make it clear that 
resident agricultural landowners eligible for an antlerless license at no cost are limited to one antlerless deer per 
year under that exemption. 
The measure will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote. 
 
SOUTHEAST BAITING REQUIREMENTS COULD CHANGE  
In the Southeast Special Regulations Area, where it is legal for deer hunters to use bait on private land, the 
Game Commission has proposed changes intended to make hunters more effective in harvesting deer, while 
simultaneously simplifying the rules. 
Presently, deer hunters in the Southeast Special Regulations Area – which takes in Bucks, Chester, Delaware, 
Montgomery, and Philadelphia counties, as well as Tyler and Ridley Creek state parks and other publicly-owned 
lands – may use bait on private or municipal property. The bait used must be limited to shelled corn or protein 
pellet supplements distributed through an approved feeder, with no two bait sites closer than 250 yards apart. 
The proposed regulations would eliminate the minimum distance between bait sites, allow bait to be distributed 
via feeder, or just placed on the ground, and expand the list of allowable bait to include apples and natural 
agricultural products intended for human or livestock consumption, excluding mineral blocks and mineral 
supplements. 
The proposal also would amend regulations to include federal lands among those where baiting is permitted in 
the Southeast Special Regulations Area. 
Along with those changes, hunters would have to display a tag or label including the full name and address of 
the landowner, or an individual authorized by the landowner to administer bait at that location, in the immediate 
vicinity of the bait site. 
Limits on bait accumulation at any one site would remain unchanged at no more than 5 gallons. 
The Board of Game Commissioners voted today to preliminarily approve the proposed changes, which will be 
brought back to the April meeting for a final vote.  
 
ADJUSTED GAME LANDS REGULATIONS CONSIDERED 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners gave preliminary approval to two changes that would affect 
some non-hunting users of state game lands. 
Non-hunters long have been allowed to ride non-motorized vehicles, conveyances and animals as authorized on 
game lands at certain times of year. That would continue under the proposed change, and the span within which 
these activities are prohibited would be roughly the same – from Oct. 1 through Jan. 31, and from April 1 
through May 31.  
The biggest difference would be these closed-activity periods that mirror peak periods for hunting would include 
Sundays, as well. Presently, non-hunting riding on game lands can occur on Sundays within the otherwise 
closed periods, though the regulation predates Sunday hunting becoming law in Pennsylvania. 
The second change involves a similar span of dates within which non-hunting game lands users must wear 
either a fluorescent orange hat or 250 square inches of fluorescent orange on the head, chest and back 
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combined, visible from 360 degrees. That span also is proposed as Oct. 1 through Jan. 31 and April 1 through 
May 31, promoting improved safety as well as consistency.  
The measure approved today will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote. 
 
NEW OPTIONS FOR TRAPPERS CONSIDERED 
Pennsylvania trappers could have some new options in targeting specific furbearers, based on a measure 
preliminarily approved by the Board of Game Commissioners. 
The Board voted preliminarily to increase the maximum size for body-gripping traps used for beavers and river 
otters to 14 inches in width or height, whichever is greater, from one jaw to the opposing jaw when set. 
Presently, body-gripping traps used for beavers or river otters can be no larger than 10 inches high and 12 
inches wide, which rules out the use of round traps that now are readily available. The Game Commission has 
determined the amended dimensions better reflect the range of trap sizes and designs appropriate for beaver 
and otter trapping in Pennsylvania.  
The Board also voted to preliminarily approve the use of snap traps, within an enclosure, outside a water 
course, for weasel trapping. Snaps traps, which often are called “rat traps,” have been tested and approved by 
the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Best Management Practices to target weasels, and are legal to 
use in several states. 
Both of these measures will be brought back to the April meeting for a final vote and possible adoption. 
 
SUNDAYS COULD OPEN ON REGULATED HUNTING GROUNDS  
With the former prohibition on Sunday hunting now removed from Pennsylvania law, Sundays can be included 
within hunting seasons. 
But on regulated hunting grounds, privately owned hunting properties that follow separate regulations, Sunday 
hunting remains prohibited in commercial areas. That could be changing.  
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners voted preliminarily to lift the Sunday hunting prohibition that 
applies to commercial regulated hunting grounds. The measure will be brought back to the April meeting for a 
final vote. 
This change was requested by the Pennsylvania Game Breeders Association. The Game Commission, in its 
review, did not identify any significant justification to maintain the prohibition.  
 
PHILLY GAME LANDS RECLASSIFED AS SPECIAL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA  
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners adopted a measure renaming State Game Lands 339 as 
Poquessing Creek Wildlife Management Area. 
The change will make the parcel the Game Commission’s third official special wildlife management area, joining 
Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area in Lancaster and Lebanon counties and Pymatuning Wildlife 
Management Area in Crawford County. 
Unlike other game lands, special wildlife management areas typically are governed by special regulations. 
The plan at Poquessing Creek Wildlife Management Area, in particular, is to allow public archery deer hunting, 
but by permit only. Permits will be awarded by drawing each August. Hunters awarded a permit will be allowed 
to hunt the special wildlife management area and portions of nearby Benjamin Rush State Park from elevated 
stands during designated one- to two-week periods between the onset of archery season in September and its 
close in January. Five permits would be awarded per segment. 
There is no underestimating the opportunity that represents. 
At 17.88 acres, State Game Lands 339 lies within Philadelphia’s city limits, just off U.S. Route 1 – a busy, 
heavily traveled area where green space is at a premium. 
Yet hunting regularly occurs in the area. The Game Commission, Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and various non-government partners conduct mentored 
hunts for first-time hunters in Benjamin Rush State Park and John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge. 
Poquessing Creek Wildlife Management Area would give all hunting license buyers the chance to apply to hunt 
within Philadelphia. Managing that by permit will provide a better-quality experience, said Peter Sussenbach, the 
Game Commission’s Southeast Region Director. 
 
ACREAGE TO BE ADDED TO GAME LANDS 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners approved 13 real estate transactions – eight land acquisitions 
and five land exchanges – that would add more than 1,125 acres to state game lands. Furthermore, the Board 
approved the expansion of one non-surface use oil and gas agreement. The purchases are: 
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• Roughly 23.5 acres in Parker Township, Butler County, an indenture to State Game Lands 

95, which will improve the manageability of the game lands. 

• Roughly 127.4 acres in West Wheatfield Township, Indiana County, adjacent to State Game 

Lands 276. This acquisition will provide road access to a portion of State Game Lands 276 

that is separated from the main parcel by Blacklick Creek and consequently does not have 

public road access. 

• Roughly 13.4 acres in Delmar Township, Tioga County, adjacent to State Game Lands 313. 

This acquisition is within the natural heritage area known as “The Muck,” an area that 

contains the endangered American Bittern, Marsh Wren and nine other known species of 

greatest concern. This measure passed by an 8-1 vote with Commissioner Allen DiMarco 

voting against. 

• An 87.5% interest of roughly 59 acres in Bell Township, Clearfield County, an interior to State 

Game Lands 87. This parcel is surrounded on all sides by game lands and is in a high-priority 

grouse area. 

• Roughly 278.9 acres in Monroe Township, Bedford County, an indenture to State Game 

Lands 97, which will improve the manageability of the existing game lands. 

• Roughly 14.3 acres in Pine Grove Township, Schuylkill County, adjacent to State Game 

Lands 211. This acquisition will provide public road access to a portion of State Game Lands 

211. 

• Roughly 30.3 acres in West Brunswick Township, Schuylkill County, adjacent to State Game 

Lands 110. This acquisition will provide access to a portion of the game lands that currently 

does not have good access due to the steep topography. 

The right-of-way acquisition involves giving $15,000 from the Game Fund to purchase a 25-foot-wide access 
road right-of-way along roughly 315 feet of existing road into State Game Lands 120 in Chest Township, 
Clearfield County. This right-of-way will provide administrative and lawful user access from Punkin Ridge Road 
to State Game Lands 120, north and west of Hockenberry Run. 
The five land exchanges are: 

• The Game Commission will receive roughly 20 acres of land in Cherryhill Township, Indiana 

County, adjoining State Game Lands 248, in exchange for roughly 2 acres of State Game 

Lands 248 in White Township, Indiana County. The Game Commission is retaining one of the 

two existing parking lots along East Pike Road for continued public access. 

• The Game Commission will receive roughly 2.8 acres of land in Jay Township, Elk County, 

adjoining State Game Lands 338, in exchange for roughly 1.4 acres of State Game Lands 

338 in Jay Township, Elk County. This exchange will resolve a boundary encroachment issue 

and provide connectivity between two separated State Game Lands 338 parcels. 

• The Game Commission will receive roughly 0.06 acres of land in Lackawaxen Township, Pike 

County, adjoining State Game Lands 116, in exchange for roughly 0.06 acres of State Game 

Lands 116 in Lackawaxen Township, Pike County. This exchange will resolve a boundary 

encroachment issue and provide additional access from State Route 590. 

• The Game Commission will receive roughly 60 acres of land in Limerick Township, 

Montgomery County, adjoining State Game Lands 234; roughly 377.2 acres of land in Bern 

Township, Berks County; and roughly 176.8 acres of land in Edgemont Township, Delaware 

County in exchange for roughly 55 acres of State Game Lands 234 in Limerick Township, 

Montgomery County, as well as a 200-foot right of way across the remaining State Game 
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Lands 234. The land in Berks County will provide old-field management opportunities while 

the land in Delaware County will be the first state game land in this county, with those 

acquisitions resulting in the creation of two new State Game Lands, 341 and 342, 

respectively. The presentation about this land exchange can be viewed on the Game 

Commission’s YouTube channel. Several individuals appeared at today’s meeting to 

comment on this proposal. The Board approved the exchange by a 6-3 vote, with 

Commissioners Stanley Knick Jr., Allen DiMarco and Bob Schwalm dissenting. 

• The Game Commission will receive a 25-foot-wide right-of-way for roughly 2,212 feet of 

existing access road into State Game Lands 120 in exchange for a 25-foot-wide right of way 

for roughly 1,587 feet of existing access road through State Game Lands 120 connecting 

separate private properties in Jordan Township, Clearfield County. The right of way in favor of 

the Game Commission will provide both administrative and lawful user access from Frailey 

Road, opening currently landlocked acres of State Game Lands 120 west of Irvona Road. 

By notational vote on Nov. 24, 2025, the Board of Commissioners approved an additional 107 acres to be 
included in the Non-Surface Use Oil and Gas Cooperative Agreement with Laurel Mountain Energy LLC that 
was approved by the Board of Commissioners at their meeting on April 12, 2025. The proposed tract, now 
containing approximately 753 oil/gas acres, is located in Washington and Parker Townships, Butler County.  
Hunters and other users of the game lands system should be aware that none of these additions are yet final. 
Some are contingent upon third parties receiving funding through grants or other means. What is more, the 
Board of Commissioners’ approval of the agreements is but one step in the land transfer process. 
When that process is completed, and the properties are officially game lands, the Game Commission will post 
signs to that effect, stating that they are now available for public use.  
 
BOARD REORGANIZES, NEXT MEETING SET 
District 4 Commissioner Haley Sankey, of Tyrone, was chosen as the new President. District 5 Commissioner 
Allen DiMarco, of Allenwood, will serve as Vice President, while District 9 Commissioner Bob Schwalm, of 
Bethlehem, will be Secretary. 
The Board of Commissioners next will meet on April 10 and 11, 2026, at the Game Commission headquarters in 
Harrisburg. Final adoption of seasons and bag limits for the 2026-27 seasons will be on the agenda then, along 
with other matters. 
 
PHEASANTS TO BE RELEASED NEXT WEEK 
For the second consecutive year, the Pennsylvania Game Commission will be releasing approximately 8,400 
pheasants, mostly hens, to provide additional hunting recreation in the last two weeks of pheasant season, 
which runs through Feb. 28.  
“The Game Commission purchases the pheasant chicks raised on our game farms from a private-sector 
supplier,” said Wildlife Operations Division Chief Ian Gregg. “During the 2024 and 2025 production seasons, we 
requested our supplier to raise additional pheasants to be held through the fall and early winter as an ‘insurance 
policy’ against any disease issues that might arise in the supplier’s primary breeder flocks. With flocks presently 
healthy, it is not feasible to hold onto these ‘backup’ birds, which will be released to provide late-winter hunting 
opportunities.”   
Releases are planned to occur during a two-day window next week, on Wednesday, Feb. 11 and Thursday, 
Feb. 12 at select locations in each of the Game Commission’s six regions. Hunters should be aware, however, 
that weather and logistical issues could result in last-minute changes to the planned schedule. 
 
The Game Commission’s regular pheasant stocking schedule extends from early October to early January, with 
over 225,000 pheasants released during that period in 2025-26, and similar numbers planned for 2026-27.  
 
PRELIMINARY 2026-27 HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS APPROVED 
The Pennsylvania Board of Game Commissioners today gave preliminary approval to the 2026-27 hunting and 
trapping seasons and bag limits. 
All 2026-27 season proposals include the Sundays that fall within the listed start and end dates. Also, seasons 
that previously ended on Saturdays largely would end on Sundays, providing one additional day of opportunity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3A8NbgKRE94
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Migratory game bird seasons are set later and not included on this list. It has not been determined at this time 
whether those seasons will include Sundays. 
The Board thoroughly discussed a preliminary 2026-27 season proposal that would have moved the firearms 
deer season a week earlier, causing the firearms bear season and others to shift as a result. That proposal was 
part of the Board’s prepared agenda. However, the Board voted 6-3 to reject that plan and move ahead with a 
proposal that largely mirrors last year’s seasons.  
The preliminarily approved 2026-27 seasons include several significant changes: 

• For wild turkeys, a bag limit of one spring gobbler is proposed to offset possible additional harvest 

due to the inclusion of Sundays and ensure that harvest rates remain within sustainable levels. 

• For white-tailed deer, minor adjustments to date structures of extended firearms, flintlock, and 

late archery seasons are proposed to reduce complexity and to ensure season lengths 

correspond to sporting arm efficiency and management objectives. 

• For black bears, in WMU 3D, a longer archery bear season (overlapping with the entire first 

segment of the archery deer season) is proposed to increase harvest in response to high levels of 

bear-human conflict in this area. 

• For elk, a new early October firearms season segment is proposed to limit crowding and maintain 

hunter satisfaction under current and potential future increased license allocations. The late 

firearms elk season is proposed to be moved later in January to avoid conflicts with major 

holidays. 

• For small game, the squirrel, ruffed grouse, rabbit, pheasant, bobwhite quail, and woodchuck 

seasons all are proposed to remain open during the firearms deer season. 

• For furbearers, WMU 5A is proposed to be opened to bobcat hunting and trapping, and WMUs 

2G, 3A, and 4C are proposed to be opened to river otter trapping. Habitat and population data 

indicate that these units can support sustainable harvest for these species. 

The public may offer comments on all proposed 2026-27 seasons and bag limits, as well as other board actions, 
between now and the board’s April meeting, when 2026-27 seasons and bag limits will be finalized, and 
antlerless deer license allocations will be presented. 
The board is scheduled to meet April 10 and 11 at the Game Commission’s Harrisburg headquarters. 
 
PROPOSED 2026-27 HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS - reference the PGC website for Commissioner 
Meeting Highlights and Preliminary Seasons and Bag Limits. 
 
The Hunter Ed class are listed below: 
Feb 28th Beaver Falls Sportsmen’s 
March 14th Concord Church 
March 21st Midland Sportsmen’s 
May 30th Aliquippa Bucktails 
August 8th Midland Sportsmen’s 
September 12th Aliquippa Bucktails 
 
REGISTRATION for classes are on-line PGC 
Get your Hunter Trapper Educations scheduled for your club for 2026! 
Contact Mike 724-683-5880 (call or text) to host a hunter-trapper education class. 
 
PA Hunting and Trapping Digest 
 
 
PA Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) – Jeremy Allen – report 
 
The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC) is pleased to make its 2026 adult trout 
stocking schedule available online at FishandBoat.com! 

https://www.register-ed.com/programs/25?utm_source=HTE_Class_Calendar_Page&utm_medium=page_link&utm_campaign=HTE_Course
http://read.nxtbook.com/pgc/huntingtrapping/20232024/cover.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DPsK0aJFJR8CXyumh20lBq4dTWioCyGI/view?usp=sharing
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flink.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D3i8jCxBx6dG-2BW6pultME-2F2EhQZzwOJzrXFzcSPV0ihQPlLOANuHVjiYhKu1yGiFnpdNX_-2FygAYm-2BoSGwM7feUBWjSxR9Wr9sKdjIREi4DBFxGvNXosTviXjdxAJ7Qa6J4n7FTfT8Zrl87nFhLCWuxt5ZfkhvoG0xn-2FD6v5lwuSy-2Fjo2qYV1WdnJ-2F-2Br4gPuosQnCOR5hTR4WNdHawJQ7AEdlsdplmMRvypz5rs7HFuCC562hwyCbGqy6dMRmXHMyz7-2FWAk-2Bz0Q5YwE0ik0eUUsRjSzWYuFZA9pOvyP7djsmSNlKtzIcLi60Jfkc-2BwPnfpBNsUOAkhBZTltLDCbFY1OFHbl0-2FmE9uLOpie-2BwWLKe8BLhanx7jmGjk-2FAIT6SQ4wTNaLSWUIRFLhgPQsbLtCK5fUWNVYfdg-2F-2FwWYT5vlqmDt1jIw-2FOu-2BoUzax5t127llwMorX&data=05%7C02%7Cmichparker%40pa.gov%7Cd79c9f0c3b6544967aaf08dc235ddabc%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638424133253999643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nw5nwnnl5ooTuTvVU8SOXaKNDbzWnMQRGD82sRVk8Po%3D&reserved=0
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In 2026, Pennsylvania's statewide Opening Day of Trout Season will be held on Saturday, April 4. Statewide 
Mentored Youth Trout Day will take place on Saturday, March 28. The PFBC will stock approximately 3.2 million 
adult trout in 684 streams, and 130 lakes open to public angling. The PFBC will stock approximately 18,000 
golden Rainbow Trout this year. 
 
Waters Added: Brush Creek, Beaver County: Located near the town of Hazen, a 2.2-mile section of stream 
extending from State Route 588 downstream to the lower end of Brush Creek Park has been added into the 
trout stocking program. Trout will be stocked during the preseason and in-season stocking periods. 
Stocked trout water will be closed to all fishing (including taking of minnows) from February 16 to 8 a.m. on the 
opening day of the trout season.  
Stocked trout waters open to year-round fishing (Raccoon Lake and Brady’s Run Lake) open to fishing from 
February 16 to opening day of trout season; however, no trout may be taken or possessed on these waters 
during this period. 
Season, Size, Creel limit – 7 inches, 5 daily.  
 
Ice Conditions – County lakes and ponds are all fishable as of today. 
 
Jeremiah Allen| Waterways Conservation Officer 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission 
Beaver County 
236 Lake Road | Somerset, PA 15501-1644 
Phone: 814.233.9115 | Fax: 814.445.8974 
E-mail: jereallen@pa.gov 
 
PA Fish and Boat Commission 
 
 
Affiliated Organizations 
 
Conservation District - Lindsey Shepler, Watershed Specialist / Environmental Educator – absent  
 
*Winter at BCCD has been busy with planning and preparation for the coming spring and summer months! We 
have a lot coming up in the next few months.  
 

1. Our annual rain barrel workshop, funded by a grant through DEP’s mini grant program, will be held on 

March 19, 2026. This event is open to 40 households where they will learn about rainwater and how to 

use rain barrels at their homes. Penn State Extension always partners with us on this program to bring 

more information about storm water management. Spots for this program filled within 48 hours of 

opening it up to the public. 

2. We are in the process of planning a spring/summer ag speaker series at the conservation district. This 

series will include speakers on topics such as rotational grazing, backyard prairies, pesticide credits 

workshop, and fall cover crops. More topics may be added based on interest and participation. The first 

in the series will be our pesticide credits workshop that will be held on March 25, 2026. More details on 

this series are to come. 

3. We are working on putting together a traveling ag education trailer experience to take to school events 

throughout Beaver County to help get ag education into the schools. The trail run of this will be at New 

Brighton Elementary School’s STEAM Day on March 26, 2026 

4. Be on the lookout for several nature journaling courses and guided hikes to be held on our grounds in 

the spring and summer. We are in the planning stages for these programs with a couple of our 

volunteers from the PA Master Naturalist Program 

5. We were approved for our annual tire collection day grant through the West Nile Virus program. That will 

be held this spring, a date has not been set yet.  

mailto:jereallen@pa.gov
https://www.fishandboat.com/Pages/default.aspx
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6. Our annual tree sale is happening once again. I have attached a copy of the order form to the report. The 

order deadline will be March 2, 2026, and pick up will be April 25, 2026, at the conservation district office. 

– Tree Sale Order Form 

7. We are planning to have a trail stewardship workshop in 2026. More details will come later in the year 

regarding that workshop. 

8. We were awarded 3 growing greener grants this year for streambank stabilization projects in Beaver 

County. One project along Brush Creek in Brush Creek Park, grant award amount was $42,238.00. We 

were also awarded 2 projects along Raccoon Creek in independence township. One was $138,700.00 

and the other was $67,924.00. 

9. Our annual Envirothon is scheduled for April 1, 2026, at the Lodge at Brady’s Run. I am awaiting the final 

registrations for a couple of teams this week, but we are looking to have between 160-180 kids 

participating this year, which will make it our largest event yet!  

10. I am looking into hosting a hunter education course at the conservation district classroom in 2026. More 

information will be available on that once details are finalized.  

11. We already have 3 school education events scheduled this year, and 4 school field trips on our grounds 

this spring. 

12. If your club has an event that they would like us to do an educational program for, reach out to Lindsey 

Shepler at lindsey.shepler@bccdpa.us or 724-378-1701 ext. 212 to get on the schedule. Days are filling 

up quickly for spring! 

*Report submitted via email after the meeting. 
 
BCSCL Youth Foundation – Jeff Ruckert 

• Certificate presented to Aliquippa Bucktails, Beaver Valley Rifle Pistol Club & Five Points Hunt Club for 
their donations to the Youth Foundation. THANK YOU!  

• Youth Foundation website www.bcsclyf.com 

• Please consider joining in supporting the BCSCL Youth Foundation. 
o Sponsorship Applications available. Click here. 

• Mark Crevar will be joining the Youth Foundation as a director. Thank you, Mark! 

• Thanks to all clubs & members for all the support given at the youth events! 

• Next meeting will be held at Aliquippa Bucktails on Thursday, February 19, 2026, beginning at 7 pm with 
a committee meeting at 6 pm. 

 
We The People of America – Amy Swartzlander 

• Updates: We want to decide where our group goes from here, and if it would be best to merge with 

Right 2 Liberty, another Patriot discussion group, but still say our own separate group in name, email, 

and social media. We will be sending out the new/updated pamphlet to the elected officials. Final 

copy will be brought to February meeting. Tonya is getting the address labels made again. 

• Next Meeting Information: Thursday February 26, 2026, at 7pm at the Rochester Sportsmen’s Club 

• Membership Application. Click here. 
 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Audit Committee – Mark Benzio – absent. 

• No report. 
 
Booklet – Tonya Cable 

• Thank you to Frank Kelly for all the help given to get the book ready for print! 

• Please review your club’s 2025 booklet information & get all updates & / or changes turned in ASAP to 
Tonya at gtcttc@yahoo.com (If you have no changes, send an email anyway stating “No changes”.  

o DEADLINE for changes is March 5th, 2026 (The next BCSCL meeting.) 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UOn5vzRETm8zeF2WW3zApT8-Oo4-SIxs/view?usp=sharing
mailto:lindsey.shepler@bccdpa.us
http://www.bcsclyf.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1738EBo8xysLD-54PXGxp7u9b1-Bhsop_/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_cPuTQ4VEX1SecTSFsdnN2ymwaF3jkxX/view?usp=sharing
mailto:gtcttc@yahoo.com
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Game – Lindsey Shepler – absent. 

• No report. 
 
Pollution – (vacant) 

• No report 
o If interested, please reach out to Rich Kerlin with questions regarding the expectations of this 

committee. Rich Kerlin at kerlinkanine@aol.com or 724-601-6974 
▪ This committee will only need to report quarterly or as needed. 

 
Fishing Derby – Mark Crevar 

• May 2, 2026 

• Posters ready! Click here. 

• Fish are ordered. 

• Getting prizes. 

• Will run the same as last year. 

• Will be posted on social media. 

• Looking for any club donations for the event. (Accepting any fishing related prizes for the kids.) 
o Bring them to the next meeting, please. 

 
Fish Committee – Mark Crevar 

• No report. 
 
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/fishandboat 
 
https://fbweb.pa.gov/TroutStocking 
 
https://ncflyshop.com/pages/stream-reports 
 
https://www.fisherie.com 
 
Conservation Camp – Tonya Cable 

• Raccoon Creek State Park Group Camp #2  

• Camp week is June 21 – June 27, 2026. 

• Staff check in on Friday, June 19, 2026. 

• Counselors check in on Saturday, June 20, 2026. 

• Camp Poster. Click here. 
o Camper Application. Click here. 
o Counselor application. Click here. 

• Applications to date are 3 campers & 2 counselors. 

• Working on schedule confirmations. 

• Camp account report. (Ask Tonya for details.) 
o Audit to take place after camp this year. 

• Meetings scheduled at Aliquippa Bucktails 
o Staff / Counselor Meeting – April 12 & April 26 (6:00 pm – 8:00pm) 
o Camper / Parent Meeting – May 17 (6:00 pm – 8:00 pm) 
o HTE Class – May 30, 2026, class, register on-online at pgc. 3/30/26 HTE Course 

• If you no anyone willing to donate anything to the camp, please let me know. Donation Letter 

• I received a call from a family member from a past camper that became counselor several years ago 
and they would like to sponsor a camper. 

• Several clubs & individuals are ready to sponsor campers. Make $250 checks payable to BCSCL. 

• Background check links. 
o As a member of the BCSCL and volunteering for camp and other youth events, it is important 

to keep our background checks up to date by renewing every 5 years. 
o This is a 3-step process. See the links below if your background check needs updated. Once 

complete, please turn them into Tonya Cable, Beaver County Conservation Camp Director. 
▪ 1. PA State Police History Clearance 

mailto:kerlinkanine@aol.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1atTlpbGaq-slBGU-l0o8vBoJdO03WLL1/view?usp=sharing
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/fishandboat
https://fbweb.pa.gov/TroutStocking
https://ncflyshop.com/pages/stream-reports
https://www.fisherie.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Sd18lcAc_1iFGcGmfb98Cjmrw6Ne9E7W/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IDFrPFu_nyzkFG-bmnfLF8ZfWzSy6wZ7/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akbn0P3pYj2BatZy2fi1R4D3oSU4pPs7/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/239714
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PPEGNRsafC0CUrr7lyJ9CE0Ox66zotCQ/view?usp=sharing
https://epatch.pa.gov/home
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▪ 2. Child Abuse History Clearance 
▪ 3. Disclosure Statement (for individuals who have lived in PA 10 years or more)  
▪ OR PA Fingerprinting (ONLY for individuals who have live in PA less than 10 years) 

 
Archery – Josh Wolfe – report 
 
National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) 

o Beaver High School hosted their Beaver Bullseye Bownanza state qualifier NASP tournament on 

23-24 January 2026. Beaver, Central Valley, and Riverside represented Beaver County in the 

Tournament with Central Valley placing first in both High School and Middle School categories.  

o Central Valley hosted their Groundhog’s Day state qualifier NASP tournament on 31 January 

2026. Central Valley and Riverside represented Beaver County at the tournament and Central 

Valley placed first in both High School and Middle School categories.  

o Riverside is hosting a state qualifier NASP tournament on 28 February 2026.  

o Beaver School District’s Head Archery coach has stepped down from his role as head coach in 

January of 2026. The school district is unsure of the future of the program.  

▪ NASP programs are looking for raffle donations for upcoming fundraisers to continue to 

fund archery education in the school districts and provide shooting sport capabilities for 

future archers. Specifically, Riverside School District is hosting their NASP tournament on 

28 February 2026 and is hosting a Chinese auction as a fundraiser. Central Valley is 

hosting an elementary school Archery orientation day in April that they are pairing with a 

Chinese auction fundraiser. If any club is interested in donating a basket/raffle prize, 

please let me know.  

Junior Olympic Archery Development (JOAD) 

• NSTR 

Scholastic 3D Archery (S3DA) 

• Currently seeking club interest in hosting an S3DA Archery team to begin a Beaver County S3DA youth 

league. USA Archery/JOAD coaching certification is transferable. For more information, reach out to 

Joshua Wolfe at 724-833-0683 or visit the S3DA website at https://www.s3da.net/.  

o Goal is for an S3DA Summer league that coincides with club 3D seasons.  

Programs: Operation Kid Shot 

• We are looking for used bow and equipment donations to set up for children during next year’s 3D 

season. 

• If any club is interested in Operation Kid Shot setting up one of their 3D shoots next year, please let me 

know. 

o Five Points expressed interest in hosting Operation Kid Shot 

Coaching Opportunities 
- NASP Basic Archery Instructor (BAI) 

• Becoming a NASP BAI is free of charge; requires a hybrid/in-person course led by a NASP instructor (In 

PA; a PGC instructor) 

• Course availability can be found at https://naspbai.org/Classsearch.aspx.  

• All BAIs must log 10 “in-school” hours of instruction annually to retain BAI certification. 

• Upcoming BAI Courses include:  

o N/A 

• Beaver County could host a BAI Course if we could get a school interested in adding NASP to their 

curriculum. 

- USA Archery Coaching Certification 

• Anyone interested in Coaching Certification from USA Archery should sign up via their website and 

conduct online certification. 

https://www.compass.dhs.pa.gov/cwis
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l265IimeSqlrwDyto9sAG0lTgn6juGqc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.pa.gov/services/dhs/apply-for-an-fbi-criminal-history-background-check
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H9l5LHiqe9e7a7otAQj2nrrizL351yUT/view?usp=sharing
https://www.s3da.net/
https://naspbai.org/Classsearch.aspx
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•  Fees and prerequisites include:  

o USA Archery Membership - $70 per year 

o USA Archery Online Level 1 certification – $40 (onetime fee) 

o Center for SafeSport training – Free; must complete to be valid. 

o Background check – $25 (every three years) 

o Practical Course (In-Person) – Costs vary; Archery Director is currently taking the instructor-

trainer course to offer this service to BCSCL and Youth Foundation members for free; should be 

complete by December 2025 

• This certification allows you or your clubs to host a Junior Olympic Archery Development (JOAD) 

program or an Explore Archery program. 

• Information can be found at https://www.usarchery.org/coaches/become-a-coach.  

Club Archery Events 

• Green Valley Sportsman’s Club 

o Second and Fourth Saturdays from January through May 2026; Youth Archery Lessons open for 

all children ages 6 and older. 

• Five Points Hunt Club Scheduled Bow Shoots 2026 

o February 8th – 3D Shoot 

• Beaver Falls Sportsman’s Association Scheduled Bow Shoots 2026 

o March 22nd – 3D Shoot 

• Beaver Valley Archers  

o February 28th – Harry Benson Memorial 600 Bow Shoot; open to compound bows, recurves, long 

bow, etc.  

State and Local Archery Events 

• East Palestine Sportsmen’s Club hosts indoor Archery every Wednesday from Jan 14, 2026, to March 

18th, 2026 

• McDonald Sportsman’s Club Klondike Shoot January 24-25, 2026 (McDonald, PA) 

• PSAA Hosts multiple state tournaments (March 2026, June 2026, July 2026) 

• Total Archery Challenge scheduled for May 28-31, 2026 (Seven Springs, PA)  

• Eastern Traditional Archery Rendezvous (ETAR) scheduled for July 23-26, 2026 (Morris, PA)  

• Elk Country Archery Challenge scheduled for August 14-16, 2026 (Benezette, PA) 

• R100 3D Shoot scheduled for September 11-13, 2026 (Franklin, PA) 

Beaver County Good News Story 

• Zoe Russell of Central Valley High School took 2nd place at the Lancaster Archery Classic in the Basic 

Compound High School Female category this year with an overall score of 503. She shot five 11s and 

eight 10s across 20 ends at 18 meters. Congratulations! 

Joshua A. Wolfe 
riganoutdoors@gmail.com 
724-833-0683  
 
Beaver County at Full Draw: Archery Event 
 

• On March 21st, 2026, the BCSCL Youth Foundation hosts a new Archery Event at Beaver Falls 

Sportsmen’s Association: Beaver County at Full Draw. Poster 

• Youth Foundation formally approved a financial budget of $1,500 for the event; to be evaluated upon 

conclusion of the event and adjusted based on final spending.  

• With the resignation of Beaver High School’s Head Archery Coach, the Youth Foundation has regained 

possession of its genesis bows and their maintenance. In total, the organization personally owns 26 

https://www.usarchery.org/coaches/become-a-coach
mailto:riganoutdoors@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zlpMIsJI95jpI0UYwp10-oGGurfKArwf/view?usp=sharing
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genesis bows, three boxes of arrows, and various parts for maintenance. The equipment is currently in 

Josh Wolfe’s possession for maintenance and accountability.  

• The Youth Foundation is seeking volunteer coaches to execute the Archery event. Currently, Central 

Valley and Riverside have pledged to provide coaching support for the event, as did Russ Sabo, the 

previous Head Coach of Beaver High School’s Archery team.  

• Fundraising will happen at the Youth Archery Event: current plans include 50/50 and a sportsmen’s 

auction table. We are currently seeking donations from clubs to help fill the auction table to raise funds 

for future Youth Foundation events.  

• A sign-up roster circulated the county league meeting seeking volunteers for the youth Archery event. 

 
Events Coordinator – Amy Swartzlander – report 
 

• Frank will be working with Amy as she will be taking over managing & updating the BCSCL website. 
 
Turkey Shoots 
Location: Chester-Newell Sporstmen’s Club – 131 Gas Valley Rd, Georgetown, PA 15043 
Date:  January 31st – April 12th - Sundays 
Time: 10am 
Other Information: $3 per shoot, $5 for Money Shoot, $30 for all 9 shoots 
 
Cabin Fever – Fly Fishing Expo 
Location: Hilton Double Tree – Cranberry – 910 Sheraton Dr, Mars, PA 16046 
Date: February 22nd, 2026 
Time:  9am – 4pm 
Other Information: Tickets can be bought at the door - $15 for adults, $10 for Students, Kids under 10 Free 
 
Turkey Shoots 
Location: Hookstown American Legion – 1265 PA-168, Georgetown, PA 15043 
Date: Every Sunday in March 
Time:  Doors – 10am   Shoot begins – 11am 
Other Information: Cash and Meat prizes. Food and Coffee Available 
 
*Any club/group who wants their event posted on our BCSCL website calendar, or the BCSCL Facebook page 
(youth events can be posted to the BCSCL Youth Foundation FB Page as well), and/or shared at meetings if 
you are unable to attend - please send all relevant info with any flyers to Amy Swartzlander 724-513-9349 
- ajswartzlander@gmail.com 
 
Legislative – Craig Holdren 
 
Call to Action! - Call Democrat leadership pushing these infringing bills and tell them you OPPOSE HB 1909! 
  
FOAC-ILLEA is bipartisan but in the last decade the Liberal Anti-Gun representatives in both State or Federal 
government whether Senate, Congressman or Representative positions have been voting almost exclusively by 
party lines. That is not good for the 2nd Amendment of the United States or Article I Section XXI of the 
Pennsylvania Constitution. Last week Jim Stoker President of FOAC-ILLEA sent out a 911 EMERGENCY “Call 
to Action”. Many of us contacted our representative. Remember if you are in their district or not you are still 
paying for their salary, health care, expenses, retirement benefits and office and staff, they are supposed to 
work for us. 
  
If you are a Hunter, Sportsman, Target shooter, Collector, believe in the Constitution or just carry to protect your 
Family and Loved ones you need to get involved. 
  
Bad news HB1909 was passed by the Pennsylvania House of Representatives by party lines, good news it will 
be dead in the water by the Pennsylvania Senate. All the phone calls and emails did help in stopping HB1909. 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/168IqVhkaCbdqrekaohy7HIBzXsR91-4O/view?usp=sharing
mailto:ajswartzlander@gmail.com
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It doesn’t make a difference if you are Democrat, Independent or Republican bottom line if you believe in 
your “God-given Right to Bear Arms” you need to get involved and act right away on 911 EMERGENCY “Call to 
Action” alerts. 
 
Sheriff Tony Guy will be running to represent us in the Congress of the United States in the 17 District. 
  
John Costanza has thrown his hat in the ring to run against Anti-Gun Robert Matzie as the Representative of 
Pennsylvania in the 16 District. 
  
Concealed Carry Q&A: April 9/2026 - 6:00pm to 8:00pm-Big Knob Grange 
Address: 336 Grange Rd Rochester PA 15074 
Join Rep. Roman Kozak at this Q&A event featuring Jim Stoker President of Firearm Owners Against Crime - 
ILLEA, Beaver County District Attorney Nathan Bible and Beaver County Sheriff Tony Guy answering crowd 
questions about concealed carry and use of force laws in Pennsylvania.  
Article 1, Section 21 of the Pennsylvania Constitution clearly states that “the right of the citizens to bear arms in 
defense of themselves and the state shall not be questioned.” 
This no-cost seminar offers the dual opportunity for firearm owners to expand their knowledge of existing gun 
laws and to get their most important questions answered about freely, safely, and responsibly exercising your 
God-given right to keep and bear arms. 
SEATING IS LIMITED, so please make reservations (see below). 
Phone: 724-847-1352 
 

• 2026 FOAC-ILLEA Membership 
 
Fundraising – Guy Cable 

• Working on a gun ticket to include a pistol donated by Jim S. to be based on PA lottery on July 4th. 

• Future Raffle in September. 
 
Youth Mentored Hunts – Rich Kerlin 
Pheasant 

• No report. 
Goose 

• No report. 
 
Youth Field Day – Amy Swartzlander 

• July 18, 2026 

• Midland Sportsmen’s Club 

• 7:30 am – 4:30 pm. Check in begins at 6:30 am 

• Registration will be on-line. 

• Youth Field Day poster. Click here. 

• On social media. 

• Will be seeking donations for the raffle table. 

• 57 signed up at present time. 
 
Banquet – (President’s Meeting on the even years & Banquet on the odd years in the month of March) 

• March 23, 2026, President’s Meeting will be held at Northside Sportsmen’s Club. 

• For invitation, click here. 

• Discussion on possible presentations & guest speakers. 

• Invitations to be sent to several clubs in Beaver & surrounding counties. 
 
Big Knob Fair – Dick Bayer 

• No report. 
 
Lead Abatement / Range Management Best Practices – Dan Losco absent (keep in your thoughts for speedy 
recovery) 
To contact Dan:  email  dlosco@creswellwater.net 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t0wHbozcJscZSZn_uX5q1_O-a2ngzAMe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xz11zsg_Y772IJcw-22U-QqNVpOUUUXX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WPVGH72QAUtFQJ9gtixkk1Z1IH-IuxLn/view?usp=sharing
mailto:dlosco@creswellwater.net
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•  Best Management Practice website at https://www.epa.gov/lead/best-management-practices-lead-
outdoor-shooting-ranges 

• KEEP your Records! 
 
Firearms Training – Rich Kerlin  
 
Aliquippa Bucktails will be hosting these NRA Firearms Training Courses 
 
NRA Basic Pistol on March 28, 2026 
NRA Basic Pistol Shooting Course teaches the basic knowledge, skills, and attitude for owning and operating a 
pistol safely. This course is at least 8 hours long and includes classroom and range time learning to shoot 
revolvers and semi-automatic pistols. Students learn NRA’s rules for safe gun handling; pistol parts and 
operation; ammunition; shooting fundamentals; range rules; shooting from the bench rest position, and two-
handed standing positions; cleaning the pistol; and continued opportunities for skill development. Students will 
receive the NRA Guide to the Basics of Pistol Shooting handbook, NRA Gun Safety Rules brochure, 
Winchester/NRA Marksmanship Qualification booklet, take a Basics of Pistol Shooting Student Examination, 
and course completion certificate. Cost of Course is $100.00 to register go to: 
https://www.nrainstructors.org/CourseDetails.aspx?Courseid=912251&seats=12&State=y&SearchState=PA&id=
56&bsa=&youth=&women= 
 
NRA Personal Protection in the Home on April 25, 2026 
NRA Personal Protection in the Home course (Intermediate Pistol Course) teaches the basic knowledge, skills, 
and attitude essential to the safe and efficient use of a handgun for protection of self and family, and to provide 
information on the law-abiding individual’s right to self-defense. This is an eight-hour course. Students should 
expect to shoot approximately 100 rounds of ammunition. Students will learn basic defensive shooting skills, 
strategies for home safety and responding to a violent confrontation, firearms, and the law, how to choose a 
handgun for self-defense, and continued opportunities for skill development. Proof of shooting experience can 
be one of the following: NRA Basic Pistol Course Certificate, NRA FIRST Steps Course Certificate, NRA pistol 
competitive shooting qualification card, Law Enforcement pistol qualification, or military DD 214 with pistol 
qualification. Cost of course is $100.00 to register go to: 
https://www.nrainstructors.org/CourseDetails.aspx?Courseid=912253&seats=12&State=y&SearchState=PA&id=
14&bsa=&youth=&women= 
 
For question, please contact Rich Kerlin NRA Training Coordinator at 724-601-6974 or kerlinkanine@aol.com 

 

Amy has been posting club firearms training events on the BCSCL Facebook page.  
 
Contact Rich Kerlin with additional details for any firearms training. kerlinkanine@aol.com 
 
Unfinished Business 

• Hereford Manor update on the Wildlife for Everyone Foundation & the interest of Franklin Township’s 
attempt to purchase Hereford Manor Lake. A meeting will be set up for discussion only at this time. 

• Sportsman / Outdoor County Wide Swap Meet still in the works. Looking at early May offering a non-
profit rate. 

• Beaver County is represented by the PFSC. Some of the BCSCL clubs have joined & purchased the 
Shaw rifle. 

 
New Business 

• none 
 
Good of the Order  

• Midland Annual Gun Bash. Saturday 2/21/25 at Center Stage. $50 / ticket. 

• Green Valley – Youth Archery January – May 2026 on the 2nd & 4th Saturdays beginning at 6 pm. Click 
here for details. 

• FOAC Gun Bash March 14th, 2026, Washington County Fairgrounds. $50 / ticket. Click here for details. 

• Economy Volunteer Fire Department “Game Feast / Gun Bash” – May 2nd, 2026. $50 / ticket. See Jeff R. 

https://www.epa.gov/lead/best-management-practices-lead-outdoor-shooting-ranges
https://www.epa.gov/lead/best-management-practices-lead-outdoor-shooting-ranges
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-3ICfo_HAbhVHsE6MMMMg2AOXQ1ZeO26/view?usp=sharing
https://www.nrainstructors.org/CourseDetails.aspx?Courseid=912251&seats=12&State=y&SearchState=PA&id=56&bsa=&youth=&women=
https://www.nrainstructors.org/CourseDetails.aspx?Courseid=912251&seats=12&State=y&SearchState=PA&id=56&bsa=&youth=&women=
https://www.nrainstructors.org/CourseDetails.aspx?Courseid=912253&seats=12&State=y&SearchState=PA&id=14&bsa=&youth=&women=
https://www.nrainstructors.org/CourseDetails.aspx?Courseid=912253&seats=12&State=y&SearchState=PA&id=14&bsa=&youth=&women=
mailto:kerlinkanine@aol.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11x9WJehJDKlS4utE_84SHkrGs9yp8ArN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VIVW_av9BNyjQ9q9k2i1Z0q4KVQQfjHx/view?usp=sharing
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• North Side Sportsmen’s Association is hosting an air rifle clinic and tournament for disabled veterans on 
March 21st & 22nd. Held with Paralyzed Veterans of America. Details here. 

• Ambridge Springfest Cash Bash $50 / ticket. Saturday. May 16, 2026. 

• PA Grant Information 
 
 
50/50 Drawing 

• None 
 
Motion to Adjourn 

• Conway / Green Valley    Passed. 9:10 pm 
 
 

2026 Meeting Schedule 
Date of Meeting, Club Name & Address 

 

January 1 Aliquippa Bucktails 2564 Brodhead Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001 

February 5 Rochester 181 Sportsman Ln, Rochester, PA 15074 

March 5 
Rochester – North 
Boroughs Hosting 

 
181 Sportsman Ln, Rochester, PA 15074 

April 2 B.V. Archers 277 Rothart Drive, New Brighton, PA 15066 

May 7 Green Valley 101 Fishpot Road, Monaca, PA 15061 

June 4 
Beaver Falls & Western 
PA Youth Outdoorsmen 

247 Sportsman Road, Darlington, PA 16115 

July 2 Hopewell VFW 138 Stone Quarry Rd, Aliquippa, PA 15001 

August 6 Midland 142 Eastwood Drive, Industry, PA 15052 

September 10 Ambridge 2900 Ridge Road, Ext., Baden, PA 15005 

October 1 Conway 100 Magill Rd, Zelienople, PA 16063 

November 5 Kopple / Big Beaver 665 Norwood Drive, Wampum, PA 16157 

December 10 Five Points 285 Bocktown-Cork Road, Aliquippa, PA 15001 

 
 

2026 BCSCL President’s Meeting 
 

March 23, 2026 
North Side Sportsmen’s 
Association 

325 Mount Pleasant Road, Warrendale, PA 15086 

 
 
 
 
Tonya Cable, Secretary BCSCL 
gtcttc@yahoo.com 
724-494-6465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H0eTUSHzVUXrFWGl1t0ehIuVEIgqG3kn/view?usp=sharing
mailto:gtcttc@yahoo.com

